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Upcoming Events
Winter

Feb. 1
100" Day of school

Site Council Meeting
2:20pm Lions’
Feb. 7

Minimum Day

School ends 12:45 pm

Feb. 14
Val entine’s Da

K/'1 Readers’ T
production for parents, 1pm

Feb. 16
3/4/5 Field Trip
Kohl Mansion performance

Feb. 17
KMAP Meeting
7:45am at KMES

Feb. 20-24
Pr esi de niNosshode

Feb. 28

Science Fair Projects Due
(See Lauren’s a
presentation schedule)

March 9

3/4/5 Field Trips

Chabot Space&Science
Center (3rd graders-SF Zoo)

March 12-16

Science Fair Presentations
Parent Conferences
Minimum Days All Week
School ends 12:45pm

March 20
Minimum Day
School ends 12:45pm

Dear Kings Mountain Parents,

espite the uncertainty of school

funding, talk of budget cuts and
planning sessions by the school
district board to potentially shave
10% off all costs, you will find that
the focus of student learning and
student achievement remains alive
and well at Kings Mountain. This little
school has stood strong against the
odds for over 60 years and continues
to offer quality educational
experiences for students. Working
together and having discussions to
share ideas always unites this
community to support what is best
for children. Indeed, plans that were
implemented and funded for this past
school year are proving successful.
Here are some recent achievements
and news of events to come:

Spelling Bee

Kings Mountain held its first San
Francisco Chronicle-sponsored
Spelling Bee competition in January.
This was the first step toward the
National Spelling Bee, which will be
in Washington D.C. May 27—-June 1.
KMES students wishing to participate
studied from a supplied list of words
and competed first against their
classmates. Then on Jan.12, the
following students represented their
classrooms in the
bee finals to determine our overall
champion.

Ms . Debbie’s Spell
Ella Ebert, Sabrina Arruda, Quentin
Meza, Esme Grotta

Ms. Bolton’s Spell
Emily McGrath, Riley Huddleston,
Amaan Shafiq, Paul Turovski

Ms.Mail e’ s Spelling
Amar Deshpande, Holly Ebert,

Carla Stoloski, Kian Gosling, and
Ujala Shafiq

Kings Mountain Champion Speller:
Ujala Shafiq
First Runner Up: Amar Deshpande

Congratulations to all who
participated in class and in the
finals. And congratulations to Ujala
as she moves on to Phase 2 of the
competition, which includes a
written spelling test on Feb. 18 at
the Lawrence Hall of Science in
Berkeley.

Our students were gracious
competitors and congratulated
each other as they moved through
the elimination process. They were
all very proud of their efforts and
recognized that these were not just
run-of-the-mill words. The contest
was challenging and they rose to
the challenge beautifully.

Science Fair

Mark your calendars! Science Fair
will take place the week of March
12-16, which coincides with Parent-
Teacher Conference Week.
Students will bring their completed
ScienceFair projects
Den for presentation and display
according to this schedule:

chool’'s spelling
-Monday, March 12, 8am
Presentation of 3/4/5 Science
Projects (The projects will remain

n on dd@ay forlie weele r s :

-Tuesday, March 13, 8am
Presentation of 2/3 Science

n @roj&ts ErheWiojacts avitl remain
on display for the week)

-Wednesday March 14, 8am
B KA Sdi¥hca Rresentation




All parents and interested
community members are
encouraged to come see these
wonderful presentations. The
Science Fair is a highlight of
each academic year and well
worth the time it requires. Our
students make remarkable
discoveries and teach us a lot
during this annual event.
Conferences are scheduled this
week as well so you can enjoy
both events on campus. All
Science Fair projects will need
to be dismantled and taken
home on Friday, March 16.

Support for Classroom
Instruction

This school year, KMAP has
funded an intervention position
(Ms. Sheena) and the purchase
of an accountability software
program (SRI) to support our
work with students. We are very
pleased to see that the students
are all benefitting from this
support. With the additional
staffing, teachers are able to
work with small, focused groups
during critical portions of the
day. And our first forays in SRI
assessments indicate a positive
impact. The SRI program allows
for critical *“ch
bet ween the st
benchmark assessments.

di

Our 2/3 and 3/4/5 pull-out
writing program is moving
forward and students are
working on personal narrative,
letter writing, summary writing,
and response to literature.
(Some of their work was
featured in | ast
newsletter). Students are taking
their notebooks home to be
reviewed by parents and
classroom teachers. Writing is
measured against a rubric
(grading guide) that students
and parents use to assess
proficiency. The 2/3 class also
participates in a special book-
making project that focuses on
Africa. A friend of KMES, Mary
Ann Bisowkarma, works with
Mrs. Newington to make this
possible. Mary Ann brings her
friends Daisy, Dixie, and Dexter

m Brimdiphl fosa Day, and Lily has

on a rotating basis! Please stop in
any day to watch our writers at work.

New Primary PE Program

While all of our teachers offer games
and activities for their students, the
school has not had a coordinated
primary PE program in recent years
outside of the physical education
course that the district provides for
the 3/4/5 class with PE teacher Silvio
Aguilar. We are working to change
that with the launch of our new PE
program starting the first week of
February. Ms. Barbie, Ms. Debbie,
Mrs. Bolton and Mrs. Newington are
working together to develop a
program that conforms to primary
needs and state time requirements.
You will see the new PE program in
action if you are on campus in the
morning on Mondays, Tuesdays,
Wednesdays or Thursdays.

The focus of PE will be physical
activity, sportsmanship, skills
building, and fun. We will plan the
week each Friday at lunchtime — a
meeting that is made possible with
Tatiana and Bow being on yard duty
during lunch. As a result, now the
staff will be able to plan and conduct
staff development more often. You
will hear more about this exciting
khange as weomoye foovgrd. e s s "
ct’s usual

Principal for a Day

On March 22, CUSD will participate

i n an evenmncipatfad | ed
Day, ” whiaccommarity o ws
member to be the principal at

individual schools for a day. KMES

has invited Lily Bixler, writer for the
Half Moon Bay Review, to be our

accepted! As part of the day, | will
have student reporters writing an
article about the event to submit to
the HMB Review. It promises to be
l ots of fun. | f
like considered for that day, please
email me at
laurennewington@comcast.net.

y 0 |

Happy February!

Lauren
Site Director
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Debbi ebs [Kin
The K/1 class started a new PE
curriculum and schedule on Jan.
31. The students will begin their
day with PE at 7:45 a.m. until 8:30
a.m. every Tuesday and Thursday
in the Lion’s Den
calisthenics and other activities led
by Ms. Debbie and Ms. Barbie.
Feb. 1 is the 100th day of school,
and K/1 will celebrate it by working
through 100-day activities. The
kindergarteners will also provide
optional 100-Day collections for the
museum that day. On Feb. 14, we
will celebrate Valentine's Day with
a Readers Theater production,
featuring Rapunzel,
Rumpelstiltskin, The Lion Den and
Goldilocks and the Three Bears.
Parents are invited to come see the
performance from 1-1:45 p.m.

On our Jan. 26 field trip to Elkus
Ranch, we learned about the food
chain and how animals and
gardens contribute to our everyday
lives.

Above, Elkus worker and KMCC
assistant director Julie Mathiesen holds

¢h go@ang lamy forthe d
students to pet, and
left/below, students get
to spend some time
getting to know the
chickens.

ar



Thet r ihjghlight
was how we got to
prepare our own
farm-to-table lunch.
We picked herbs,
lettuce, broccoli,
carrots and other
vegetables from
the garden to
make salad and
pizza toppings.
We picked
flowers for our
centerpieces, rolled out the
pizza dough, made our own
goat
cheese
dressing,
and baked
zucchini
chocolate
chip

e o cookies.
The students set the table,
cleared the
table, and
followed
directions for all
of the food prep!
We had an

AMAZING TIME!

wh a

Her e’ s
students wrote
about the trip:

Abby: Once |
went to Elkus and
| saw the cow and chickens.
And, | saw a lamb and mama
sheep.

Saylor: | remember one day
when | went to Elkus Ranch, |
got head butted by a goat. We
made a pizza.

Akiko: Once we went in Elkus
Ranch. There was sheep at
Elkus Ranch.

At the end of January, our class
used an SRI assessment of
reading for the first time with all
first grade students and some
kinder students. We will
continue to use this software
tool every five weeks, and | will
share results with parents at
conferences in March.

In math, first graders are working on
place value, clocks, equivalent
values, more than/less than and
equal signs, weights and heights as
well as addition and subtraction
facts. Kindergarteners are learning
about dimes, number stories,
counting by twos and celebrating 100
days of school.

Daily handwriting and phonics
continues for K/1. The first grade
learned the spelling rules for /kn/,
/gn/, Iph/ and we are studying long a
words that use the ay, ai, and e_e
rules. Kindergarten has practiced m,
l, t, short a, and r letters and we
continue to make words and practice
drawing pictures of different sounds.
Kindergarten also gets a sight word
book that they bring home in their
book bags.

The class projects for the Science
Fair have been completed and for
science, the first grade is exploring
weather, including the study of
specific clouds and temperature. We
are following a daily meteorologist
who helps us track the weather and
are using daily weather journals.
Kindergarteners are in the middle of
a wood-and-paper FOSS unit:
slhemg’ ve tried to
wood by sanding it and have made
particle board with sawdust and
water.

c N

In Art-in-Action — with the continued
assistance of parent Nancy Arruda —
first graders just finished learning
about Egyptian Stelas, specifically

|l ooking at “Lector
Next, they will learn about Joan
Miro’s “People and

Kindergarteners completed their
study of Henri Ro U 9
Scene” and wil/l ne
Mondrian's abstract art with a project
that balances colors and shapes.

K/1 students wrote their winter
personal narratives on Jan. 23 and
are continuing to work on the
personal narrative genre. Below is an
excerpt:

Audrey: Once | went to England. |
stayed at a house with wonderful
owners, Margaret and David. In the
morning, Margaret asked us what we

wanted to eat. We picked out some
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cereal. Me and my sister loved
playing in their huge backyard
garden. | said to Margaret, "l love
your flowers." They had a tree that
was spilling sap. Me and Darcy
picked some of the sap off the tree.
Next Margaret took us to her
blueberry place. There was a case
with a zipper on it. We went inside.
We picked blueberries and put
them in the bow. "This is fun!" said
Darcy. After we were finished
picking, Margaret took us to the
carrots. | loved picking the carrots.

Afterwards, we picked tomatoes
and zucchinis. The whole reason
why my family went to England was
because we were going to be part
of a wedding! On the day of the
wedding, | felt a little nervous. My
Aunt Lindsay, the bride, said, "Don't
be nervous.” When | was walking
down the aisle, | smelled my best. |
had a great time. We went to a
party place after the wedding and
everybody from the wedding went.
We did the macarena dance. There
was a chocolate fountain and
marshmallow, strawberries and
mini doughnuts. After we went
back to the house and wiped off
our make-up. On a sunny day, we
a mplayed otitdide and $wang en the f
swing. We had fun putting leaves
on the tennis rackets and
pretending we were at a barbecue.

A week later, we went to
Buckingham Palace. We got to see
the guards. At first, | thought they
were dolls. But then my mommy

P told ens that tef welemeal peofile.
"This is so amazing!" | said. The

D guards startetl maechirg®uThe ”
captain of the guards yelled

s samething | couwdo'trugdérsand. |

t wasesmamazedaWeonmertt baékitoe t
Margaret and David's house.

€ (Debbie summar.i
We celebrated my mommy's
birthday with chocolate cake and

by going to a water slide, and we
went to Paris and the Eiffel Tower
too before packing all our things

and returning home). We had such
a great time! We said goodbye to
everybody and flew home.

The End

z



S u e Bemnsational 2/3

The third graders recently
presented the following Power
Point presentations to their
classmates:

1. Madison King:
Cheetahs
2. Reef Sterger:
3. Amaan Shafiq:
Komodo Dragons |
4. Andrew
Williamson:
Jaguars
5. Brianna
Marshall: i
Cheetahs

|
The second grade
writing group has
been working on L
paragraph writing. ﬂ
They have learned
about the topic sentence, body
and closing sentence. Here are
some of their products:

Anna P.

| like everything about ice
cream, but especially mint
chocolate chip! My favorite thing
is that mint chocolate chip has
little pieces of mixed chocolate
and mint. The mint is cold and
the chocolate is crunchy. The
flavors mix well together and the
taste is mouth watering and
yummy. I'm so glad there is mint
chocolate chip ice cream!

Emily M.

There are so many things to do
that make camping so much
fun! I like to see waterfalls
thundering down a mountain.
Roasting s'mores at night is nice
to do and they are also tasty. It
is fun to catch fish even when
the fish breaks your fishing line!
This happened to me once!
When it gets cold, the roar and
heat of the fire will keep you
warm. | love camping.

Isabel F.

My favorite thing to do after
school is to go to KMCC. | love
to play with the horse toys
because horses are my favorite

animals. The horses look so real that
| pretend they are! | trot them around
and feed them. | go on adventures
with them. | love KMCC, the horses
and my friends.

In math, the second graders are
practicing multiplication and division.
They are skip-counting, grouping
objects into equal groups, finding
remainders, and learning simple
multiplication and division facts. The
third graders finished two and three-
digit multiplication and have begun
division with two and three-digit
guotients.

In Social Studies, we are studying
what governments do. We are
discussing the different branches of
the government and their purposes.
We are also looking at how a bill
becomes a law.

In Art-in- Action, parent Eric Sterger
and Freta Bowman (Bobby's
grandmother) continue to volunteer
each Thursday morning to lead the
projects. We recently studied

Thomas Cole’s pain
the Mohicans” and
“ 3t Life: Le Jour
Mai | eds M4 e
Students enjoyed welcoming a new
classmate in January, 5th grader

Bella Havrath. Her sister Emma is in
Sue Bolton’s <cl as

to have a new student.

We are really going places in the
3/4/5! On Feb. 16, we will take a
special trip to Kohl Mansion in
Burlingame to see a performance by
Golden Gate Brass, an ensemble
that blends music with theater — and
a bit of comedy. On March 9, our 3rd
graders will go with Ms. Newington to
the San Francisco Zoo, while the 4th
and 5th graders will conduct their
Voyage to Mars at the Chabot Space
& Science Center in Oakland.
Parents, please look for information
coming home about both of these
days. Chaperones will be needed.

I n math cl ass, it
We are in a review period to solidify

concepts we covered in the fall. And

in social studies, we also bring the
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past into the present time, by
beginning a unit about the colonies
and the time period just before the
Revolutionary War.

Our writing methods have changed
a bit as we are practicing a new
way of writing. Instead of having a
daily writing prompt, each student
will have a topic to work on for the
week. Different class groups start
on different days, so when you look
at the homework calendar, check
with your child as to which day they
are responsible for. You can find
this information in the January 23
Google email homework archive.

The students are busy creating two
memories of KMES. The first is an
ABC book about our experiences at
school and the second is in the
form of a short video. For the book,
each student is creating accounts
of their own personal memories
and experiences unique to them to
share. Our plan is to read our
finished books to the kindergarten
and 1st grade students. Here are
i sane extefpts ef studanswork, dof
5 e giveya & fed forahg praects
Evan Wiederhold, 3rd grade
g () Fgbulous
The school has fabulous teachers
to teach kids.

Holly Ebert, 4th grade

Qqs for iet. 2N h aIvHa\ys
Ilkl]es pe;:%je and ql\f\{ae%%% ce
classroom.

Claire Katzenberger, 5th grade

D Decimals

In 5th and 4th grade we learn about
decimals.

Cameron Geranios, 3rd grade
Ui USA

We go to school in the USA all the
time.

Micah Carey-Warner, 5th grade

E is for enthusiastic. Everyone at
KMES is really enthusiastic about
everything.

%eizqan Es‘ %qrad he p
is for Gavin. Gavin Is nice to
everyone at KMES.

as

—



Ujala Shafiq, 5th grade

(Ujala has a way with words.
She was our recent school
Spelling Bee winner and will go
onto the next level of
competition at Berkeley!)

X is for xenophilia. | have a
great amount of xenophilia
because Maile makes it so fun!

Scenes from Science

The second- and third-graders
have been studying plant and
animal life cycles and
adaptations to different
environments. We planted peas
and are expecting our first crop
the first week of February. We
also did experiments with
mealworms to see what kinds of
living conditions they prefer and
how they react to various stimuli
(heat, cold, touch, light,
airstream, wetness and different
smells). We focused on the
environment of a rainforest and
how animals adapt to the
special conditions there. All the
kids have written Rainforest
Animal reports. Recently, we
began a new
unit on our solar
system and
constellations.
Each child
made a model
of one planet, as pictured below
with some of the 2/3 students.
The models will be coming
home soon.

The fourth- and fifth-graders are
almost done with their unit on
the solar system. They made
models of planets and various
constellations and completed
Power Point reports on planets.
The students also studied
"Gases in Space," including the
characteristics of carbon
dioxide, oxygen, hydrogen and
helium. We will look at some of

the extreme locations where life

exists on earth and speculate about
possibilities of life on other planets.
Alloft hi s
Mar s ftheelth-candtSth-i p
graders will take on March 9 to the
Chabot Space and Science Center.

The 4th and 5th graders also
recently studied the circulatory and
respiratory systems of the human
body and the needs of living cells.
We will be trying to culture bacteria
and fungi onto agar, and look at cells
under microscopes.

Left, Micah
and Mitchell
work
together on

experiment.
We recently
started a unit called "Mixtures &
Solutions," which covers solutions,
atoms, molecules, compounds,
chemical reactions, and some
information about the Periodic Table.

...............................................................

i Science Fair Projects are due Tuesday,
Prets

:Feb. 28, after

¢ Presentations will follow in class and

i then again for schoolmates and parents

¢ during scheduled times in March so

: others can witness the hard work and

: interesting ideas the students will have
i poured into this science venture. See
iyour

i guestions.

Kings Mountain
Chil drenos
Update

Ce

The kids at KMCC have been having
fun celebrating the New Year, the
Chinese New Year (Year of the
Dragon) and three birthday parties.

Given the mild weather, we were
able to work on our Going Green
Garden and start on our russet and
red potatoes. Before the next rain,
we will continue to work in the
garden to grow onions and start our
spring flowers. We hope they will

bl ossom in time f
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predMssica® t h

a fAimi xtu
solution

childds teaché

In February, we will create original
game boards that the kids will
design and color themselves. We
e dre also learning to sew. The kids
have made purses and pouches.

We will have our Val
party on Feb. 14 from 1:45-4 p.m.
A party sign-up has been posted.

CREATIVE ART CLASSES

KMCC is offering
weekly Creative Art
Classes that will begin on Feb. 10
and end April 13. Classes will be
on Fridays from 2:15 -3:15p.m. in
Room #2. Sign-up forms are in the
C %i I dr en
g €ch rge for students already
enrolled on a contract for Fridays at
the KMCC. The drop-in rate is $9
per hour. All supplies are included.
For information, call 650-529-0204,
or email KMCC@cabirillo.k12.ca.us.

DONATIONS

A special thank you from everyone
at the KMCC goes to the following
families that have made generous

donations to the
Dean family - Party treats
Huddleston-Mi c hael ' s Gi

Mauricio - Party favors
Voehringer - Party treats

Gung Hay Fat Choy! .
Happy Chinese New
Year from the KMCC staff

KMAP NEEDS YOU

tW' hfght school budgets ahead, it

L m%h be more important than ever
to become involved in KMAP.
Specifically, the development
committee chair position is vacant.
Details of the post are at the end of
this article.

In addition to the development
chair, more positions will be
opening up for the 2012-13 school
year. And short of taking on a
voting position, there are also
plenty of smaller tasks available —
the wine tasting fundraiser is
coming up, and we're still looking

0 1

fobparanésto’step up asyeaders of

s Centerj.

en
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the Cookie Bake in the summer.
So if you would like to help,
please come to a meeting, or
speak to Acting President Amy
Kruckewitt or other KMAP
member (listed below) about
how you can contribute.

Together, we will insure that
Kings Mountain Elementary
School provides a great
education for our children.

KMAP Board and Committee
Chairs:

Acting President: Amy
Kruckewitt

Vice President: Peggy Moore
Secretary: Shig Tanaka
Treasurer: Tharuna Niranjan
Assistant Treasurer: Anna
Roesch-Tubbs

PR: Aeron Noe

KMCC: Nancy Arruda
Fundraising: Peggy Moore &
Shawn Ayala

School Site Council: Angela Bye
Special Events: Julie Baker

A The Development role
involves marshaling a few key
donation request programs
throughout the year, and is key
to KMAP’' s
a large percentage of our
annual fundraising.

Responsibilities include:

- Attend monthly KMAP
meetings and vote on issues

- Write parent packet for
distribution the first week of
school (August/September)

- Write parent pledge post-card
reminders (October and March)
- Write and mail community
donation request letter
(November/December)

- Follow up on parent pledge,
parent buy-out (PBO) and
employer match programs with
the treasurer as needed

- Once paid, follow up to confirm
receipt of PBO benefits (eg. t-
shirts, birthday books, tickets to
KMAP events, yearbook
recognition)

- Spearhead grant requests, can
be done in a committee
(November/December to
prepare for the Art Fair grant)

succes

You will notice that much of this work
has already been completed this
school year, including the parent
packets, the community donation
request letter, and the grant
application. The remaining tasks for
the spring include following up on the
PBO benefits (completed in May,
with yearbook recognition), mailing
out a post-card reminder to families
who haven’t made
(March), and attending meetings.
The hope is to get someone in place
for the 2012-13 school year.

Please consider taking on this
important role. You can work as a
team with a spouse, or find other
parent volunteers who may not want
a position on the board, but who
might be willing to take on one of the
tasks.

- Kings Mountain Associated
Parents

Open Enrollment

This school district has a policy that
allows parents to request that their
child attend a school outside of their
school of residence.  Enrollment is

coﬁtiﬁgeﬁt bn pr%d'édu esof Bodrd
Policy and Regulations 5116.1.

If you are interested in your child
attending a school other than your
home school for the next school
year, please request an Open
Enrollment form from your school
office beginning January 17, 2012.
There is no need to complete a form
if your child is already on Open
Enrollment.

Those interested in Spanish
Immersion — Kindergarten at Hatch,
please go directly to Hatch School or
call the Hatch School office at 712-
7160.

Este distrito tiene una poliza que
permite a los padres solicitar
matricula para sus hijos en otra
escuela que no sea el lugar de
residencia. La matricula esta
condicionada por los metodos y
regulaciones de la poliza de la mesa
directiva 5116.1.
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a

Si Ud. esta interesado en que su
hijo/a asista a otra escuela que no
es la que le corresponde, por favor
solicite una forma de matricula
abierta a la oficina de su escuela,
lo mas pronto posible y regresela a
mas tardar el 17 de enero de 2012.
No hay necesidad de completar
una forma si Ud. ya esta en
matricula abierta.

d ®aralds igue deseen inscribar a
sus hijos en Kinder en el programa
de Inmersion en espanol, por favor
vaya a la escuela Hatch o llame a
la oficina al 712-7160.

About the Lionsb®d
The Lions’ Roar i s
during the school year. It is emailed to
school staff and parents and posted at
www.cabrillo.k12.ca.us/kingsmountain.
A paper version is available in the
school office. Archived newsletters are
available on the KMES email
newsgroup. The deadline for submitting
articles is the 27" of the month. Send
submi ssions to the
publisher, May Wong, at
mountainscoop@gmail.com.

SCHOOL STAFEF CONTACTS

John Corry
corryj@cabrillo.k12.ca.us
Lauren Newington
NewingtonL@cabirillo.k12.ca.us
Sandy Myers
MyersS@cabrillo.k12.ca.us
Sheena Mawson
MawsonS@gmail.com

Debbie Silveria
SilveriaD@cabrillo.k12.ca.us

Sue Bolton

BoltonS@cabrillo.k12.ca.us

Maile Springer
SpringerM@cabrillo.k12.ca.us

Joan Mclntire

Callippe@comcast.net
Bow Sterger

StergerB@cabrillo.k12.ca.us
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